Preaortic iliac confluence (marsupial vena cava): report of 4 cases.
Congenital anomalies of the inferior vena cava (IVC) can represent a difficult for abdominal surgeries, and the radiologist must be aware even of the less common of these anatomical variations. Preaortic iliac venous confluence, also known as marsupial vena cava, is a rare congenital anomaly of the development of the IVC in which the IVC or the left common iliac vein is located anterior to the aortic bifurcation or the right common iliac artery. We report 4 cases of marsupial vena cava detected on multidetector computed tomography examinations in asymptomatic patients and discuss that this congenital anomaly can be recognized more frequently with the use of this new technique based on thinner images.